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(57) ABSTRACT

A display device that incorporates a supplemental display
screen that is stored within a main body of the display device
must be able to transition objects displayed on a main display
to a supplemental display. As the supplemental display is
pulled out from storage within the main body of the display
device, objects that were displayed on the main display may
be transitioned onto the supplemental display. Various meth-
ods for transitioning the display of objects on the main display
to the supplemental display are discussed, where methods
may take into account the length of the supplemental display
that is pulled out from storage and also touch input contacts
that are made on either one of the displays.
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FIG. 2B
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1
ICON DISPLAY METHOD FOR A PULL-OUT
DISPLAY DEVICE

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Portable display devices have come to play an important
role in many people’s lives. Examples of portable display
devices being used today include mobile phones, portable
gaming devices, personal digital assistants (PDAs), portable
navigation systems and portable video players to name a few.

To emphasize the portability of these display devices, the
trend has been to make new portable display devices smaller
in size. The obvious trade off for making smaller portable
display devices that are easier to carry around is that the
display screen size has been sacrificed. Consumers are then
left with the choice of sacrificing portability for a larger
screen size, or sacrificing screen size for increased portability.

Therefore there is a need for a portable display device that
is able to both maintain its portability while minimizing the
sacrifice in display screen size. To achieve this goal, various
types of flexible display screens have been introduced for use
on portable display devices where the shape of the display
screen is able to be deformed. By allowing the shape of the
display screen to be deformed, this allows for the display
screen to be enlarged or decreased depending on the situation
while still maintaining a minimal overall size of the portable
display device. One such example is a portable display device
that employs a rollable type flexible display screen.

It follows that for each type of flexible display screen, a
unique user interface is required to handle the unique physical
properties of the particular flexible display screen.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Accordingly, the present invention is directed to a portable
display device that incorporates a flexible display being
housed within the portable display device. The flexible dis-
play provides an additional display screen in addition to a
main display found on the body of the display device. With
the additional display screen provided by the flexible display,
new methods for handling the display of sheets of application
executing icons between the main display and the flexible
display are needed. Therefore it is an object of the present
invention to substantially resolve the limitations and deficien-
cies of the related art when it comes to controlling the display
of sheets of application executing icons between a main dis-
play and an additional flexible display.

To achieve this objective, the present invention is directed
to a display device capable enacting a method of controlling
a display of a plurality of icon sheets on a display device with
a first display and a second display, the method comprising:
displaying a first icon sheet on the first display; exposing the
second display for display; measuring a length of the second
display that is exposed for display, and displaying a second
icon sheet on the second display while maintaining the dis-
play of the first icon sheet on the first display, when the
measured length of the second display that is exposed is a first
length.

Preferably, the first length is at least equal to a width length
of the first display.

More preferably, only a portion of the second icon sheet is
displayed on the second display when the measured length of
the second display that is exposed is less than the first length.

Preferably, the second display is stored within a housing
unit and pulled out from within the housing unit.

Preferably, the method further comprises: displaying a
third icon sheet on the second display when the second dis-
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play is exposed to a second length, and maintaining the dis-
play of the first icon sheet on the first display.

More preferably, the second length is at least equal to twice
a width length of the first display.

Preferably, the method further comprises: detecting a
touch input contact on the first display, and displaying a
second icon sheet on the second display while maintaining
the display of the first icon sheet on the first display, when the
second display is exposed to the first length and the touch
input contact is continually detected on the first display until
the second display is extended out from within the display
device to the first length.

Preferably, the method further comprises: displaying an
indicator on the first display configured to indicate the first
icon sheet is displayed on the first display out of a total
number of available icon sheets.

More preferably, the indicator is only displayed on the first
display.

More preferably, the indicator further indicates a number
of currently displayed icon sheets.

To further achieve the objectives described above, the
present invention further provides an embodiment that dis-
closes a method of controlling a display of a plurality of icon
sheets on a display device with a first display and a second
display, the method comprising: displaying a first icon sheet
on the first display; exposing the second display; measuring a
length of the second display that is exposed for display, and
displaying the first icon sheet on the second display when the
measured length of the second display that is exposed is a first
length.

Preferably, the first length is at least equal to a width length
of' the first display.

Preferably, the method further comprises: displaying a
third icon sheet on the first display when the second display is
further exposed to a second length, and maintaining the dis-
play of the first icon sheet on the second display.

Preferably, the method further comprises: detecting a
touch input contact on the second display, wherein the touch
input contact overlaps the display of the first icon sheet, and
displaying a third icon sheet on the first display while main-
taining the display of the first icon sheet on the second display,
when the second display is exposed a second length and the
touch input contact is continually detected on the second
display until the second display is extended out from within
the display device to the second length.

More preferably, the second length is at least equal to twice
a width length of the first display.

To further achieve the objectives of the present invention,
the present invention is also directed to a display device, the
display device comprising: a first display on a body of the
display device, the first display configured to display a first
icon sheet; a second display; a measuring unit configured to
measure a length of the second display that is exposed for
display, and a processor configured to control the second
display to display a second icon sheet when the second dis-
play is exposed to a first length.

Preferably, the first length is at least equal to a width length
of' the first display.

Preferably, the second display is housed within a housing
unit, and the second display is exposed by pulling the second
display out from within the housing unit.

Preferably, the display device further comprises: a touch
detecting unit configured to detect a touch input contact on the
first display, and the processor is further configured to control
the second display to display a second icon sheet on the
second display while maintaining the display of the first icon
sheet on the first display, when the measured length of the
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second display that is exposed is at least equal to the first
length and the touch detecting unit continually detects the
touch input contact on the first display until the second dis-
play is exposed to the first length.

To further achieve the objectives of the present invention,
the present invention is also directed to a display device, the
display device comprising: a first display on a body of the
display device, the first display configured to display a first
icon sheet; a second display; a measuring unit configured to
measure a length of the second display that is extended out
from within the housing unit, and a processor configured to
control the second display to display the first icon sheet when
the second display is exposed to a first length.

Preferably, the first length is at least equal to a width length
of the first display.

Preferably, the second display is housed within a housing
unit, and the second display is exposed by pulling the second
display out from within the housing unit.

Preferably, the display device further comprises: a touch
input detecting unit configured to detect a touch input contact
on the second display, wherein the touch input contact over-
laps the display of the first icon sheet, and the processor is
further configured to control the first display to display a third
icon sheet on the first display while maintaining the display of
the first icon sheet on the second display, when the measured
length of the second display that is exposed is at least equal to
a second length and the touch input detecting unit continually
detects the touch input contact on the second display until the
second display is exposed to the second length.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 illustrates a block diagram including components of
a display device, according to some embodiments of the
present invention;

FIG. 2A illustrates a display device that is displaying an
icon sheet filled with a plurality of icons on a touch sensitive
main screen, according to some embodiments of the present
invention;

FIG. 2B illustrates a display device that is displaying a
plurality of icon sheets on a touch sensitive main screen and
a touch sensitive flexible screen that extends out from the
display device, according to some embodiments of the
present invention;

FIG. 2C illustrates an inner workings view of a display
device, according to some embodiments of the present inven-
tion;

FIG. 2D illustrates an inner workings view of a display
device, according to some embodiments of the present inven-
tion;

FIG. 3 illustrates a set of scenes that describe a method for
displaying a plurality of icon sheets as a flexible display is
extended from within the display device, according to some
embodiments of the present invention;

FIG. 4 illustrates an alternative set of scenes that describe
a method for displaying a plurality of icon sheets as a flexible
display is extended from within the display device, according
to some embodiments of the present invention;

FIG. 5 illustrates an alternative set of scenes that describe
a method for displaying a plurality of icon sheets as a flexible
display is extended from within the display device, according
to some embodiments of the present invention;

FIG. 6 illustrates an alternative set of scenes that describe
a method for displaying a plurality of icon sheets as a flexible
display is extended from within the display device, according
to some embodiments of the present invention;
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FIG. 7 illustrates an alternative set of scenes that describe
a method for displaying a plurality of icon sheets as a flexible
display is extended from within the display device, according
to some embodiments of the present invention;

FIG. 8 illustrates an alternative set of scenes that describe
a method for displaying a plurality of icon sheets as a flexible
display is extended from within the display device that addi-
tionally utilizes a touch input contact on a main display,
according to some embodiments of the present invention;

FIG. 9 illustrates an alternative set of scenes that describe
a method for displaying a plurality of icon sheets as a flexible
display is extended from within the display device that addi-
tionally utilizes a touch input contact on a flexible display,
according to some embodiments of the present invention;

FIG. 10 illustrates an alternative set of scenes that describe
a method for displaying a plurality of icon sheets as a flexible
display is extended from within the display device that addi-
tionally utilizes a touch input contact on a flexible display,
according to some embodiments of the present invention;

FIG. 11 illustrates a set of scenes that describe a method for
displaying an indicator for indicating a currently displayed
icon sheet, according to some embodiments of the present
invention, and

FIG. 12A illustrates an alternative scene that describe a
method for displaying an indicator, according to some
embodiments of the present invention;

FIG. 12B illustrates an alternative scene that describe a
method for displaying an indicator, according to some
embodiments of the present invention;

FIG. 13A illustrates a flowchart describing an exemplary
set of steps for a method, according to some embodiments of
the present invention;

FIG. 13B illustrates a flowchart describing a continuation
of exemplary steps for the method described in FIG. 13A,
according to some embodiments of the present invention;

FIG. 14 illustrates a flowchart describing an exemplary set
of'steps for a method, according to some embodiments of the
present invention;

FIG. 15A illustrates a flowchart describing an exemplary
set of steps for a method, according to some embodiments of
the present invention;

FIG. 15B illustrates a flowchart describing a continuation
of exemplary steps for the method described in FIG. 15A,
according to some embodiments of the present invention;

FIG. 16 illustrates a flowchart describing an exemplary set
of'steps for a method, according to some embodiments of the
present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Reference will now be made in detail to exemplary
embodiments of the present invention, examples of which are
illustrated in the accompanying drawings. It will be apparent
to one of ordinary skill in the art that in certain instances of the
following description, the present invention is described
without the specific details of conventional details in order to
avoid unnecessarily distracting from the present invention.
Wherever possible, like reference designations will be used
throughout the drawings to refer to the same or similar parts.
All mention of a display device is to be understood as being
made to a display device of the present invention unless
specifically explained otherwise.

It should also be understood that, although the terms first,
second, etc. may be used throughout the following descrip-
tion to describe various elements of the present invention,
these elements should not be limited to these terms. The
numerical ordering terms first, second, etc. are used to repre-
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sent relevant ordering of the various elements. For example, a
first icon sheet may be the actual first icon sheet among a
plurality of icon sheets, or alternatively the first icon sheet
may simply be an icon sheet that, relatively speaking, pre-
cedes a second icon sheet.

FIG. 1 illustrates a general architecture block diagram for
a display device 100 according to some embodiments of the
present invention. The display device 100 illustrated in FIG.
1 may, for example, be a mobile telecommunications device,
notebook computer, tablet computing device, portable navi-
gation device, portable video player or personal digital assis-
tant (PDA). It is to be appreciated that it is within the scope of
the present invention to utilize display devices that may
include a fewer, or greater, number of components than what
is expressly illustrated in FIG. 1. As illustrated in FIG. 1, the
display device 100 includes a processor 111, a controller 112,
a storage unit 120, a communications unit 130, a measuring
unit 140, an audio input/output (I/O) unit 150, a camera unit
160, a main display unit 170, a power unit 180 and a flexible
display unit 190. The processor 111 and the controller 112
may be part of a single chip set 110 as illustrated in FIG. 1, or
alternatively may be part of separate chip sets. Alternatively,
the display device may only be comprised of only a processor
111 that incorporates the functionality of the controller 112
according to some embodiments of the present invention.

Although not specifically illustrated in FIG. 1, components
of'the display device 100 are able to communicate with each
other via one or more communication buses or signal lines. It
should also be appreciated that the components of the display
device 100 may be implemented as hardware, software, or a
combination of both hardware and software (e.g. middle-
ware).

The storage unit 120 illustrated in FIG. 1 may include
non-volatile type memory such as non-volatile random-ac-
cess memory (NVRAM) or electrically erasable program-
mable read-only memory (EEPROM), commonly referred to
as flash memory. The storage unit 120 may also include other
forms of high speed random access memory such as dynamic
random-access memory (DRAM) and static random-access
memory (SRAM), or may include a magnetic hard disk drive
(HDD). In cases where the flexible display device is a mobile
communication device, the storage unit 120 may additionally
include a subscriber identity module (SIM) card for storing a
user’s profile information.

The storage unit 120 is tasked with storing various data,
instructions and applications that are needed to operate the
display device. As will be described in more detail throughout
this description, the display device of the present invention
employs a touch sensitive main display and a touch sensitive
flexible display. By providing visual objects and cues on the
touch sensitive main display and flexible display, a user is
provided with a touch sensitive user interface (UI) for inter-
acting and controlling the display device. It stands then that
the set of instructions corresponding to the touch sensitive Ul
required for detecting and interpreting the touch input con-
tacts on the touch sensitive displays are stored within the
storage unit 120. And during the operation of the display
device, the processor 111 is tasked with processing the set of
instructions corresponding to the touch sensitive Ul and con-
trolling the various components of the display device 100
according to the detected touch inputs.

Individual applications may also be stored on the storage
unit 120 as embodied by a set of specific instructions to be
processed by the processor 111 in order to execute the appli-
cation on the display device 100. Some examples of applica-
tions that may be stored on the storage unit 120 include e-mail
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6
applications, video viewing applications, audio playing
applications, web browsing applications, and gaming appli-
cations.

In some embodiments of the present invention, the storage
unit 120 may further include access to remote storage in a
cloud storage computing environment. The remote storage
may be accessed via the communications unit 130.

The communications unit 130, as illustrated in FIG. 1, may
include RF circuitry that allows for wireless access to outside
communications networks such as the Internet, Local Area
Networks (LLANs), Wide Area Networks (WANs) and the
like. The wireless communications networks accessed by the
communications unit 130 may follow various communica-
tions standards and protocols including, but not limited to,
Global System for Mobile Communications (GSM),
Enhanced Data GSM Environment (EDGE), code division
multiple access (CDMA), wideband code division multiple
access (W-CDMA), time division multiple access (TDMA),
Bluetooth, Wireless Fidelity (Wi-Fi), Short Message Service
(SMS) text messaging and any other relevant communica-
tions standard or protocol that allows for wireless communi-
cation by the display device 100. In some embodiments of the
present invention, the communications unit 130 may also
include a tuner for allowing for the reception of broadcast
signals according to, for example, the digital multimedia
broadcasting (DMB), digital video broadcasting technolo-
gies, advanced television systems committee (ATSC), inte-
grated services digital broadcasting (ISDB) or digital terres-
trial multimedia broadcast (DTMB) standards.

Additionally, the communications unit 130 may include
various input and output interfaces (not shown) for allowing
wired data transfer communication between the display
device 100 and an external electronics device. The interfaces
may include, for example, interfaces that allow for data trans-
fers according to the family of universal serial bus (USB)
standards, the family of IEEE 1394 standards or other similar
standards that relate to data transfer.

The measuring unit 140, illustrated in FIG. 1, is comprised
of circuitry that allows the measuring unit 140 to measure the
length of a flexible display that is pulled out from an inner
display housing within the display device 100. The inner
display housing may be constructed as a separate housing unit
from the main body of the display device 100, or in some
embodiments the inner display housing may simply be incor-
porated into the main body of the display device 100. A more
detailed description of the measuring unit 140 will be pro-
vided later throughout this description.

The audio I/O unit 150 illustrated in FIG. 1 may include a
speaker or headphone interface for outputting audio signals
originating from the storage unit 120 of the display device
100. The audio 1/O unit 150 may also include a microphone
for inputting audio signals into the display device 100. Audio
signals that are inputted to the display device 100 through the
microphone are transmitted to the processor 111 for process-
ing.

The camera unit 160 illustrated in FIG. 1 may include an
RGB camera for capturing images. Images captured by the
RGB camera may then be stored on the storage unit 120. The
camera unit 160 may additionally include a depth sensing
camera. The depth sensing camera is able to capture images
and measure distances of objects that are captured based on
sonar type technologies or infrared type technologies. Images
captured by the camera unit 150 may be transmitted to the
processor 111 for processing either prior to, or following, a
storage on the storage unit 120.

The main display unit 170 is primarily comprised of a main
display and a touch input detecting unit. Together with the
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touch input detecting unit, a main display of the display
device may be considered to be a touch sensitive display,
capable of detecting touch input contacts on its surface. In this
way, the main display is able to provide an input and output UI
for a user of the display device 100 to input commands and
control objects displayed on the main display. It should be
understood that all subsequent mention of a main display
refers to the touch sensitive main display unless specifically
noted otherwise.

For instance, a Ul according to the present invention is seen
to display a plurality of application icons 220 on a main
display 201 of a display device in FIG. 2A. A user may then
select an application for execution on the display device by
applying a touch input on the touch sensitive main display
201 over the application’s representing icon. The touch input
may be comprised of a tap contact over the selected applica-
tion, where the user’s finger initiates contact on the main
display and is then released within a short amount of time
(e.g.less than 1 second). The contact of the touch input on the
main display is then detected, and the processor 111 may
begin the processing to execute the selected application. This
is just one of many examples for a user of the touch sensitive
user interface that will be described throughout this descrip-
tion.

The main display of the main display unit 170 may be
implemented using liquid crystal display (LCD) technology
that allows for a thin display screen and touch sensitive capa-
bilities, although other similar display technologies such as
organic light emitting diode (OLED) display technology,
electroluminescent display (ELD) technology or electronic
paper technology may be implemented in other embodiments
of the present invention.

The power unit 180 illustrated in FIG. 1 is a power source
for providing the power to operate the various components/
units of the flexible display device 100. The power unit 180
may include a battery or an interface for providing power
from external power sources (e.g. direct current adaptor, alter-
nating current adaptor). The flexible display unit 190 illus-
trated in FIG. 1 is comprised primarily of a flexible display
and a touch input detecting unit. Therefore, like the main
display, a user’s touch input contact on the flexible display
may be detected. For at least this reason, it should be under-
stood that all subsequent mention of the flexible display refers
to a touch sensitive flexible display unless specifically noted
otherwise.

The flexible display itself may be made using liquid crystal
diode (LLCD) technology or other similar display technology
such as organic light emitting diode (OLED) display technol-
ogy, electroluminescent display (ELD) technology or elec-
tronic paper technology that allows for a high degree of flex-
ibility. As illustrated in FIG. 2C, the flexible display 202 is
required to have a high degree of flexibility to ensure defor-
mation of the flexible display 202 that will allow it to be stored
within an inner display housing unit 207 of the display device
100. By being able to be physically deformed in order to be
stored within the inner display housing unit 207, the flexible
display 202 does not add to the overall size of the display
device.

According to the present invention, multi-touch contacts
may be detected on either one of the main display or flexible
display.

FIG. 2A illustrates a display device according to the
present invention in an initial state. In this initial state the
main display 201 is prominently seen on the front side of the
display device. Also visible from the front side are a variety of
input keys 204a, 2045 and 204¢. In some embodiments the
input keys 204q, 2045 and 204¢ may be implemented as
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physical buttons. Alternatively, the inputkeys 204a, 2045 and
204¢ may be implemented as touch input keys that are dis-
played as part of the main display 201 in other embodiments
of the present invention. Input keys that are implemented as
touch input keys may be displayed as needed, and then con-
trolled to be taken off display when not needed, depending on
the current state of the display device.

Also seen in FIG. 2A is a display device body 205 that
generally describes an outer shell of the display device, and a
handle 203 that is attached to a flexible display (as better
illustrated in FIG. 2B) that is stored within the display device
body 205. The main display 201 has a width length, a, that
will be referenced throughout this description.

The present invention is concerned with a display device
that is capable of storing various applications and subse-
quently running those applications on the display device. In
order to provide an efficient user interface to a user of the
display device, it is preferable to represent each application as
an icon on the user interface. Subsequently, icons may be
grouped together on “sheets” of the user interface for presen-
tation to the user. FIG. 2A therefore illustrates the main dis-
play 201 displaying a sheet 210 of the user interface that
includes a plurality of icons 220.

FIG. 2B then illustrates an extended state where the flex-
ible display 202 has been pulled out from within the display
device body 205. The extended state depicted in FIG. 2B may
represent a maximum extension of the flexible display 202,
where the maximum extension of the flexible display may be
two times the width length, a, of the main display 201. Alter-
natively, the maximum extension of the flexible display 202
from the display device may be shorter or longer than two
times the width length, a, of the main display 201.

In order to pull out the flexible display 202 from within the
display device body 205, preferably a user will hold onto the
handle 203 and pull on the handle 203 to pull the flexible
display 202 out from within the display device body 205.
Although FIG. 2A illustrates the handle 203 to be protruding
from the outer edge of the display device body 205, in some
embodiments the handle 203 may be constructed to lay flush
with the outer edge of the display device body 205.

FIG. 2C illustrates the inner workings of the display device
according to the present invention. Within the display device
body 205, there is generally an inner display housing unit 207
that stores the flexible display 202. To aid with the pull out
operation of the flexible display 202 from within the inner
display housing unit 207, a main roller 2064 and a guide roller
2065 are provided. In the initial state where the flexible dis-
play 202 is fully maintained within the inner display housing
unit 207, a portion of the flexible display 202 is seen to be
wound around the main roller 206a. Then as the user pulls on
the handle 203 to extend the flexible display 202 out of the
inner display housing unit 207, the portion of the flexible
display 202 that is wound around the main roller 206q is
gradually unwound. During this pull-out process, the guide
roller 2065 serves to safely guide the flexible display 202 as it
is bent and rolled over the guide roller 2065 on its way to be
pulled out of the inner display housing unit 207.

FIG. 2D illustrates an alternative type of flexible display
202'. Unlike the flexible display 202 illustrated in FIG. 2C,
the alternative type of flexible display 202' is not wound up
within the display device body 205. Instead, the alternative
type of flexible display 202' simply slides out from within the
display device body 205. In some embodiments, the alterna-
tive type of flexible display 202' that slides out from the
display device body 205 may be limited in size to be approxi-
mately the width length, a, of the main display.
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Meanwhile, the measuring unit 140 proceeds to measure a
length of the flexible display 202 or 202' that is pulled out
from the inner display housing unit 207. The measured length
information is then transmitted to the processor 111 for pro-
cessing.

Although not specifically illustrated, a brake mechanism
may be part of the inner display housing unit 207 that pro-
vides a slight braking action when the flexible display 202 is
pulled out to a length that is equal to the width length, a, of the
main display 201. Alternatively, when the flexible display 202
is pulled out to a length that is equal to the width length, a, of
the main display 201, a visual message may be provided on
either the main display 201 or flexible display 202 indicating
that the flexible display 202 has been pulled out to a length
that is equal to the width length, a, of the main display 201.

As previously mentioned, it is an object of the present
invention to provide a user with an efficient user interface that
is capable of displaying sheets of icons between a main dis-
play and an extendable flexible display. FIG. 3 thus illustrates
the presentation of a user interface according to some
embodiments of the present invention for accomplishing
these objectives.

Scene 1 illustrates a first icon sheet S1 displayed on the
main display 301 of the display device. The firsticon sheet S1
includes a plurality of application icons 320-1 that are dis-
played for presentation to the user. By contacting the display
over the application icon (i.e. touch input), a user of the
display device may activate the corresponding application for
operation. For instance, the user may initiate a tap type touch
input contact over the area of the main display that is display-
ing the application icon that the user wishes to activate. In
turn, the user’s touch input contact over the application icon
will be detected and the processor 111 will proceed to process
the appropriate application for running on the display device.
It should be assumed that all application icons of the present
invention may be activated in this way.

Now in addition to the first icon sheet S1 currently dis-
played on the main display 301, the user interface may addi-
tionally include a second icon sheet S2 and third icon sheet S3
that are part of the existing user interface, but not currently
displayed due to a lack of available display space. Allowing
for multiple icon sheets in the user interface is useful forauser
that has downloaded a multitude of applications, where all
application icons cannot fit on single icon sheet. Allowing for
multiple icon sheets may also be useful for grouping appli-
cation icons that belong to a similar genre on a common icon
sheet. For example, application icons relating to games may
be grouped on the first icon sheet S1, and application icons
relating to text messaging services may be grouped separately
on the second icon sheet S2.

In this case, each subsequent icon sheet S2 and S3 includes
its own set of unique application icons 320-2 and 320-3,
respectively. However, because scene 1 only anticipates hav-
ing the main display 301 available for displaying the icon
sheets, only the first icon sheet S1 can be displayed. There-
fore, scene 1 illustrates icon sheets S2 and S3 with dashed
lines to represent that icon sheets S2 and S3 exist within the
user interface, but are not currently displayed by either the
main display 301 or flexible display 302.

Scene 2 illustrates an in between step where the flexible
display 302 has not yet been pulled out to a length where an
entire icon sheet may be displayed on the flexible display 302.
However, as the flexible display 302 is in the process of being
pulled out, it is within the scope of some embodiments to
allow the display of partial portions of an icon sheet that is to
be displayed on the flexible display 302. So in the second
scene of FIG. 3, the flexible display 302 has been pulled out
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10
to alength b1', where the length b1' is less than a width length,
a, of the main display 301. And because the exposed amount
of'the flexible display 302 is able to support the display of, in
this case, two columns of icons, the two rows of application
icons 320-2 corresponding to the second icon sheet are dis-
played on the flexible display 302.

Although the rest of the embodiments described in this
description do not specifically mention this in between step as
illustrated in scene 2 of FIG. 3, it should be assumed that the
other embodiments are capable of implementing such an in
between step. Thus other embodiments may also allow the
partial display of a next icon sheet to be displayed on the
flexible display as the flexible display is being pulled out. The
partial display of a next icon sheet may adaptively display
columns of application icons as the space available on the
flexible display allows.

Moving along, the third scene of FIG. 3 depicts the situa-
tion where the flexible display 302 has been pulled out to a
first length, b1. This first length, b1, may be a length that is
equal to at least the width length, a, of the main display 301.
So once the flexible display 302 has been pulled out to the first
length, b1, the flexible display 302 is made available for
displaying an additional icon sheet. In this case, the flexible
display 302 is shown to display the second icon sheet S2 when
the flexible display has been pulled out to the first length. The
third icon sheet S3 is still illustrated with dashed lines to
represent that the third icon sheet S3 is still not currently
displayed.

The fourth scene of FIG. 3 then depicts the situation where
the flexible display 302 has been pulled out to a second length,
b2. The second length, b2, may be a length that is equal to at
least twice the width length, a, of the main display 301. So
once the flexible display 302 has been pulled out to the second
length, b2, there is enough space on the flexible display 302
made available for displaying two additional icon sheets. In
this case, when the flexible display 302 is pulled out to the
second length, b2, the flexible display 302 is able to display
both the second icon sheet S2 and the third icon sheet S3.

Now according to the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 3, the
first icon sheet S1 that is originally displayed on the main
display 301 remains on the main display 301, while the
remaining icon sheets S2 and S3 are eventually displayed on
the flexible display 302 as the flexible display 302 is pulled
out. Also, the order in which previously non-displayed icon
sheets are transitioned onto the flexible display 302 as the
flexible display 302 is pulled out may be made dependent on
anumerical ordering hierarchy of the icon sheets. In this case,
the numerical ordering hierarchy will allow a lower num-
bered icon sheet to be displayed prior to a higher numbered
icon sheet. For instance when the flexible display 302 is
pulled out to the first length, b1, the embodiment illustrated in
FIG. 3 will display the second icon sheet S2 on the flexible
display 302 before displaying the third icon sheet S3. The
third icon sheet is not displayed on the flexible display 302
until the flexible display 302 is extended out to the second
length, b2.

FIG. 4 illustrates the situation where a second icon sheet S2
is originally displayed on the main display 401 while a flex-
ible display 402 remains stored within the display device
body 405. In scene 1 the main display 401 is seen displaying
the second icon sheet S2 that includes a plurality of applica-
tion icons 420-2. Not expressly displayed on the main display
401, but existing in the user interface, are icon sheets S1 and
S3. Icon sheets S1 and S3 include corresponding application
icons 420-1 and 420-3, respectively. However, in scene 1 icon
sheets S1 and S3 are represented by the dashed lines to
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acknowledge that icon sheets S1 and S3 exist within the user
interface, but are not currently displayed.

The second scene of FIG. 4 depicts the flexible display 402
having been pulled out to a first length, b1, where the first
length b1 is equal to at least the width length, a, of the main
display 401. By pulling out the flexible display 402 to the first
length, b1, additional display space is made available for
displaying one of the remaining icon sheets S1 or S3. In this
case, pulling out the flexible display 402 to the first length, b1,
results in the display of the third icon sheet S3 on the flexible
display 402 while the second icon sheet S2 remains displayed
on the main display 401. It should be apparent that the third
icon sheet S3 is transitioned to be displayed on the flexible
display 402 instead of the first icon sheet S1 because the third
icon sheet S3 is the next icon sheet following the second icon
sheet S2 already displayed on the main display 401. This is in
accordance to a progression of a numerical ordering hierar-
chy.

The third scene of FIG. 4 depicts the flexible display 402
having been pulled out to a second length, b2, where the
second length is equal to at least two times the width length,
a, of the main display 401. By pulling out the flexible display
402 to the second length, b2, additional display space is made
available for displaying the remaining first icon sheet S1. In
this case, pulling out the flexible display 402 to the second
length, b2, results in the display of the first icon sheet S1 and
the third icon sheet S3 on the flexible display 402 while the
second icon sheet S2 remains displayed on the main display
401. It should be apparent that in this third scene of FIG. 4 the
third icon sheet S3 is controlled to be displayed on the right-
most display area of the flexible display 402 while the first
icon sheet 1 is controlled to be displayed on the leftmost
display area of the flexible display 402. So in scene 3, the third
icon sheet S3 that was previously displayed on the flexible
display 402 when the flexible display 402 was pulled out to
the first length, b1, remains in the same physical display area
on the flexible display 402 as the flexible display 402 contin-
ued to be extended out further. Thus the change that comes
with the flexible display 402 being pulled out to the second
length, b2, is that the remaining firsticon sheet S1 is displayed
on the newly exposed display area of the flexible display 402.

Scene 4 of FIG. 4 illustrates an alternative embodiment for
displaying the icon sheets on the flexible display 402 when
the flexible display is extended to the second length, b2. Inthe
alternative embodiment depicted in scene 4, instead of the
third icon sheet S3 remaining within the same physical dis-
play area of the flexible display 402, the third icon sheet S3 is
seen to remain in a display area that remains closest to the
main display 401. So in the fourth scene, the display of the
third icon sheet S3 is transitioned to remain at a position on
the flexible display 402 that is closest to the main display 401,
and the display of the remaining first icon sheet S1 is con-
trolled to be displayed in the display area that is further away
from the main display 401.

In this way, scene 4 provides an alternative method for
handling the display of the icon sheets as the flexible display
402 is pulled out from the display device body 405 than is
provided in scene 3. In both scene 3 and scene 4, the second
icon sheet that is originally displayed on the main display 401
remains on the main display 401 as the flexible display 402 is
pulled out from the display device body 405. Preferably, a
user will hold onto the handle 403 when pulling the flexible
display 402 out from within the display device body 405.

FIG. 5 also illustrates a situation where a second icon sheet
S2 is originally displayed on the main display 501 while a
flexible display remains stored within the display device body
505. In scene 1, the second icon sheet S2 that includes a

5

10

20

25

30

35

40

45

55

60

65

12

plurality of application icons 520-2 is displayed on the main
display 501. Not expressly displayed on the main display 501,
but existing in the user interface, are first icon sheet S1 and
third icon sheet S3. Icon sheets S1 and S3 are represented by
the dashed lines to acknowledge that icon sheets S1 and S3
exists within the user interface, but are not currently dis-
played. The embodiments illustrated by FIG. 5 differs from
the previous embodiments illustrated by FIG. 4 as the display
of the second sheet S2 on the main display 501 does not
remain on the main display 501 but is rather transitioned onto
the flexible display 502 as the flexible display 502 is pulled
out from the display device body 505.

The second scene of FIG. 5 depicts the flexible display 502
having been pulled out to a first length, b1, where the first
length b1 is equal to at least the width length, a, of the main
display 501. By pulling out the flexible display 502 to the first
length, b1, additional display space is made available for
displaying an additional icon sheet. In this case, pulling out
the flexible display 502 to the first length, b1, results in the
display of the second icon sheet S2 transitioning onto the
flexible display 502 while the previously non-displayed first
icon sheet S1 becomes displayed on the main display 501. It
should be apparent that the first icon sheet S1 that was not
previously displayed is the preceding icon sheet prior to the
second icon sheet S2 according to a numerical order hierar-
chy. So according to the embodiments illustrated by FIG. 5,
the second icon sheet S2 is seen to have been “pulled” onto the
flexible display 502 as the flexible display 502 is pulled out
from the display device body 505.

The third scene of FIG. 5 depicts the flexible display 502
having been pulled out to a second length, b2, where the
second length is equal to at least two times the width length,
a, of the main display 501. By pulling out the flexible display
502 to the second length, b2, additional display space is made
available for displaying the remaining third icon sheet S3 that
was not previously displayed in the second scene. In this case,
by pulling out the flexible display 502 to the second length,
b2, results in the display of the second icon sheet S2 and the
first icon sheet S1 on the flexible display 502 while the third
icon sheet S3 becomes displayed on the main display 501. It
should be apparent that in this third scene of FIG. 5 the icon
sheet that was previously displayed on the main display 501 is
“pulled” onto the flexible display 502 as the flexible display
502 is continued to be pulled further from out the display
device body 505. So in scene 3, the first icon sheet S1 that was
previously displayed on the main display 501 when the flex-
ible display 502 was pulled out to the first length, b1, is seen
to have been transitioned onto the flexible display 502 as the
flexible display 502 is extended out further. Thus the display
transition that comes with the flexible display 502 being
pulled out to the second length, b2, is that the icon sheet that
was previously displayed on the main display 501 is transi-
tioned to be displayed on the flexible display 502 as the
flexible display 502 is pulled out further from the display
device body 505. Preferably the user will hold onto the handle
503 when pulling out the flexible display 502.

FIG. 6 illustrates a situation where a third icon sheet S3 is
originally displayed on the main display 601 while a flexible
display 602 remains stored within the display device body
605. In scene 1 the third icon sheet S3 that includes a plurality
of application icons 620-3 is displayed on the main display
601. Not expressly displayed on the main display 601, but
existing in the user interface, are first icon sheet S1 and
second icon sheet S2. Icon sheets S1 and S2 are represented
by the dashed lines to acknowledge that icon sheets S1 and S2
exists within the user interface, but are not currently dis-
played. The embodiment illustrated by FIG. 6 will maintain
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the third icon sheet S3 on the main display 601 as the flexible
display 602 is pulled out from the display device body 605.
The second scene of FIG. 6 depicts the flexible display 602
having been pulled out to a first length, b1, where the first
length b1 is equal to at least the width length, a, of the main
display 601. By pulling out the flexible display 602 to the first
length, b1, additional display space is made available for
displaying an additional icon sheet. In this case, pulling out
the flexible display 602 to the first length, b1, results in the
display of the third icon sheet S3 being maintained on the
main display 601 while the previously non-displayed second
icon sheet S2 becomes displayed on the flexible display 602.
It should be apparent that the second icon sheet S2 that was
not previously displayed is the preceding icon sheet prior to
the third icon sheet S3 that was originally displayed on the
main display 601 according to a numerical order hierarchy.
So according to these embodiments, the second icon sheet S2
can be seen to have been “pulled” onto the flexible display
602 while the third icon sheet S3 continues to be displayed on
the main display 601 as the flexible display 602 is pulled out
from the display device body 605.

The third scene of FIG. 6 depicts the flexible display 602
having been pulled out to a second length, b2, where the
second length is equal to at least two times the width length,
a, of the main display 601. By pulling out the flexible display
602 to the second length, b2, additional display space is made
available for displaying the remaining first icon sheet S1 that
was not previously displayed in the second scene. In this case,
pulling out the flexible display 602 to the second length, b2,
results in the display of the second icon sheet S2 and the first
icon sheet S1 on the flexible display 602 while the third icon
sheet S3 remains displayed on the main display 601. It should
be apparent that in this third scene of FIG. 6 the icon sheet that
was previously displayed on the main display 601 is main-
tained on the main display 601 while previously non-dis-
played icons sheets are “pulled” onto the flexible display 602
as the flexible display 602 is continued to be pulled further
from out the display device body 605. So in scene 3, the first
icon sheet S1 that was n of previously displayed when the
flexible display 602 was only pulled out to the first length, b1,
is seen to have been displayed on the flexible display 602 as
the flexible display 602 continued to be extended out further.
Thus the change that comes with the flexible display 602
being pulled out to the second length, b2, is that the icon sheet
that was previously displayed on the main display 601 is
maintained on the main display 601 while previously non-
displayed icon sheets are transitioned to be displayed on the
flexible display 602.

FIG. 7 also illustrates the situation where a third icon sheet
S3 is originally displayed on the main display 701 while a
flexible display 702 remains stored within the display device
body 705. In scene 1, the third icon sheet S3 that includes a
plurality of application icons 720-3 is displayed on the main
display 701. Not expressly displayed on the main display 601,
but existing in the user interface, are first icon sheet S1 and
second icon sheet S2. Icon sheets S1 and S2 are represented
by the dashed lines to acknowledge that icon sheets S1 and S2
exists within the user interface, but are not currently dis-
played. The embodiment illustrated by FIG. 7 envisions pull-
ing along the icon sheet that was originally displayed on the
main display 701, onto the flexible display 702 as the flexible
display 702 is pulled out from within the display device body
705

The second scene of FIG. 7 depicts the flexible display 702
having been pulled out to a first length, b1, where the first
length b1 is equal to at least the width length, a, of the main
display 701. By pulling out the flexible display 702 to the first
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length, b1, additional display space is made available for
displaying an additional icon sheet. In this case, pulling out
the flexible display 702 to the first length, b1, results in the
transition of the third icon sheet S3 onto the flexible display
702, while the previously non-displayed second icon sheet S2
becomes displayed on the main display 701. It should be
apparent that the second icon sheet S2 that was not previously
displayed is the preceding icon sheet prior to the third icon
sheet S3 that was originally displayed on the main display 701
according to a numerical order hierarchy. So according to
these embodiments, the third icon sheet S3 is seen to be
“pulled” onto the flexible display 702 while the second icon
sheet S2 transitions onto the main display 701 as the flexible
display 702 is pulled out from the display device body 705.

The third scene of FIG. 7 depicts the flexible display 702
having been pulled out to a second length, b2, where the
second length is equal to at least two times the width length,
a, of the main display 701. By pulling out the flexible display
702 to the second length, b2, additional display space is made
available for displaying the remaining first icon sheet S1 that
was previously not displayed in the second scene. In this case,
pulling out the flexible display 702 to the second length, b2,
results in the display of the first icon sheet S1 to transition
onto the main display 702 and the second icon sheet S2 to be
pulled onto the flexible display 702. The third icon sheet S3
continues to be displayed on the flexible display 702 as in the
second scene. It should be apparent that in this third scene of
FIG. 7, the icon sheet that was previously displayed on the
main display 701 is transitioned onto the flexible display 702
while a previously non-displayed icon sheet is newly dis-
played on the main display 701 as the flexible display 602 is
continued to be pulled further from out the display device
body 705. So in scene 3, the first icon sheet S1 that was not
previously displayed when the flexible display 702 was only
pulled out to the first length, b1, is seen to have been newly
displayed on the main display 701 as the flexible display 702
continues to be extended out further. Thus the change that
comes with the flexible display 702 being pulled out to the
second length, b2, is that the icon sheet that was previously
displayed on the main display 701 is transitioned onto the
flexible display 702 while a previously non-displayed icon
sheet is transitioned to be displayed on the main display 701.

Although the preceding description of the present inven-
tion allowed the transition of icon sheets to be triggered
simply based on the measured length of the flexible display
that was pulled out from within the display device body,
according to some embodiments of the present invention a
touch input may be detected as an additional factor for deter-
mining the transition of icon sheets as the flexible display is
pulled out from within the display device body.

For instance, FIG. 8 illustrates a variety of scenes for
depicting a user’s touch input contact on the main display 801
as the flexible display 802 is being pulled out from the display
device body 805. When the user’s touch input is detected on
the main display 801, this informs the processor 111 to main-
tain the display of the icon sheet that is currently displayed on
the main display 801 while the previously non-displayed icon
sheets are transitioned to be displayed on the flexible display
802 as the flexible display 802 is pulled out from the display
device body 805. The user’s touch input on the main display
801 can be thought of as an “anchor” for allowing the icon
sheet currently displayed on the main display 801 to remain
on the main display 801 even as the flexible display 802 is
being pulled out.

In scene 1 of FIG. 8, the icon sheet currently displayed on
the main display 801 is the third icon sheet S3. Also, the first
icon sheet S1 and third icon sheet S3 are seen to exist but are
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not displayed while the flexible display 802 remains stored
within the display device body 805, as indicated by the first
icon sheet S1 and third icon sheet S3 being illustrated with
dashed lines. Prior to initiating the pulling of the flexible
display 802 out from within the display device body 805, a
user may initiate a touch input contact on the main display
801. The user’s touch input on the main display 801 is then
detected, and as the user begins to pull the flexible display 802
out from within the display device body 805, the display of
the third icon sheet S3 will remain on the main display as long
as the touch input is detected on the main display 801.

Scene 2 illustrates how the user’s touch input on the main
display 801 will maintain the third icon sheet S3 on the main
display as the previously non-displayed second icon sheet S2
is transitioned to be displayed on the flexible display 802
when the flexible display 802 is pulled out to a first length b1.
The first length b1 is at least equal to a width length, a, of the
main display 801. At this point the user may release the touch
input contact on the main display 801 and operate the display
device in the state where the flexible display 802 is pulled out
to the first length. Or the user may continue to pull the flexible
display 802 further out.

Scene 3 of FIG. 8 illustrates the state where the flexible
display 802 has been pulled out to a second length, b2, where
the second length is at least equal to twice the width length, a,
of the main display 801. In order to maintain the third icon
sheet S3 on the main display 801, the user must have main-
tained the touch input contact on the main display S3 from
when the flexible display 802 is pulled out to the first length,
b1, until the flexible display 802 is pulled out to the second
length, b2. If the user’s touch input contact is detected on the
main display 801 from when the flexible display 802 is pulled
out to the first length, b1, until the flexible display 802 is
pulled out to the second length, b2, then the display of the
third icon sheet S3 will be maintained on the main display
801.

Furthermore, according to some embodiments of the
present invention, the “anchor” like acting touch input
described above is also available for use on the flexible dis-
play 902 as illustrated in FIG. 9. Referring now to FIG. 9, a
user may wish to keep the second icon sheet S2 that is initially
displayed on the flexible display 902 at a position that is
closest to the handle 903, or put another way, at a position that
is furthest from the main display 901. The first scene of FIG.
9 depicts the display device already in a state where the
flexible display 902 has been pulled out to a first length, b1,
where the first length is at least equal to a width length, a, of
the main display 901.

So when the user decides to pull the flexible display 902 out
further from within the display device body 905, the user may
wish to keep the display of the second icon sheet S2 at the
position on the flexible display 902 that is closest to the
handle 903. To accomplish this, prior to pulling out the flex-
ible display 902 further, the user may initiate a touch input
contact on the flexible display 902 at a position that lays over
the display of the second icon sheet S2. Then as the user
begins to pull out the flexible display further out from the first
length, b1, to a second length, b2, the user’s touch input
contact on the flexible display 902 will be detected. If the
touch input contact is detected on the flexible display 902
from when the flexible display 902 is pulled out to the first
length, b1, until the flexible display 902 is pulled out to the
second length, b2, then the display of the second icon sheet S2
will remain on the flexible display 902 as depicted in scene 3.
In this case, the display of the second icon sheet S2 is pulled
along with the pulling out action of the flexible display 902.
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Preferably, the user will simultaneously grab the handle
903 and contact the flexible device 902 with a touch input
(e.g. with the user’s thumb) over the icon sheet closest to the
handle 903, as illustrated in FIG. 9 scene 1. Then the user will
maintain (i.e. does not release the touch input contact) the
touch input contact on the flexible display 902 until the flex-
ible display is pulled out to the second length, b2. Then if the
user’s touch input is continually detected until the flexible
display 902 is pulled out to the second length, b2, the icon
sheet that was displayed closest to the handle 903 will remain
in the same position on the flexible display 902. The result is
illustrated in scene 2 of FIG. 9.

Alternatively, according to some embodiments of the
present invention, the “anchor” like touch input described
above is also available for keeping the place of an icon sheet
on the flexible display 1002 as illustrated in FIG. 10. Refer-
ring now to FIG. 10, a user may wish to keep the second icon
sheet S2 that is initially displayed on the flexible display 1002
ata same relative position on the flexible display 1002 even as
the flexible display 1002 is pulled out. What is meant by
relative position is that an icon sheet may be displayed to be
positioned relative to a displayed position of another icon
sheet or particular display. So for instance, FIG. 10 is illus-
trated as an example for controlling the display of the second
icon sheet S2 to remain at a position that is immediately to the
right of the icon sheet that is displayed on the main display
1001. The first scene of FIG. 10 depicts the flexible display
1002 already in a state where the flexible display 1002 has
been pulled out to a first length, b1, where the first length is at
least equal to a width length, a, of the main display 1001. The
first scene of FIG. 10 also depicts the user’s touch input
contacting the flexible display over the second icon sheet S2,
where the second icon sheet S2 is displayed immediately to
the right of the main display 1001.

So then as the user decides to pull the flexible display 1002
out further from within the display device body 1005, the user
may wish to keep the display of the second icon sheet S2 at the
same relative position on the flexible display 1002 (i.e. to the
immediate right of the main display). To accomplish this,
prior to pulling out the flexible display 1002 further, the user
may initiate a touch input contact on the flexible display 1002
ata position that lays over the display of the second icon sheet
S2. Then as the user begins to pull out the flexible display
further out from the first length, b1, to a second length, b2, the
user’s touch input may maintain contact on the flexible dis-
play 1002 by sliding on the flexible display 1002. If the touch
input contact is detected on the flexible display 1002 over a
relative area that constitutes the display of the second icon
sheet S2 during the time that the flexible display 1002 is
pulled out from the first length, b1, to the second length, b2,
then the resulting display will maintain the relative position of
the second icon sheet S2 to remain to the immediate right of
the main display 1001 as illustrated in scene 2 of FIG. 10.

In this way, the user is able to maintain the display of the
second icon sheet S2 at a relative position that remains next to
the main display 1001, as opposed to the embodiment
described in FIG. 9 that resulted in the display of the second
iconsheet S2 at a position further away from the main display.
Scene 1 illustrates the user contacting the flexible display
1002 at point 1, where point 1 hovers over a display of the
second icon sheet S2. Scene 2 then better illustrates how the
touch input contact according to these embodiments will
result in the contact point of the touch input to actually slide
from point 1 to point 2 on the flexible display 1002 as the
flexible display 1002 is pulled out further.

Preferably, the user’s touch input will contact the flexible
display 1002 with one hand at point 1 while the other hand
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holds the handle 1003 to pull out the flexible display 1002.
Then the user will maintain (i.e. does not release the touch
input contact) the touch input contact from point 1 until point
2 on the flexible display 1002 until the flexible display 1002
is pulled out to the second length, b2. Visually the user will be
maintaining the touch input over the display of the second
icon sheet S2, but physically the touch input will be sliding
across the flexible display 1002 as the flexible display 1002 is
pulled out further. The successful result related to the embodi-
ments described by FIG. 10 can be seen in scene 2 of FIG. 10.

According to another object of the present invention, indi-
cators are provided for identifying an icon sheet hierarchy.
Scene 1 of FIG. 11 displays a second indicator 1130-2 and a
third indicator 1130-3 that are displayed on the main display
1101 and the flexible display 1102, respectively. The first icon
sheet S1 is illustrated with dashed lines to represent that it
exists within the user interface, but is not yet displayed. Each
ofthe second indicator 1130-2 and third indicator 1130-3 are
comprised of three circles, where the total number of circles
represents the total number of icon sheets that exist within the
user interface.

In scene 1 of FIG. 11 the second icon sheet S2 is displayed
on the main display 1101 along with the second indicator
1130-2, where the second circle of the second indicator
1130-2 is highlighted. The highlighting of the second circle of
the second indicator 1130-2 serves to identify that the second
iconsheet S2 displayed on the main display 1101 is indeed the
second icon sheet S2 out of three total icon sheets that exist in
the user interface.

Similarly, the third icon sheet S3 is displayed on the flex-
ible display 1102 along with the third indicator 1130-3, where
the third circle of the third indicator 1130-3 is highlighted.
The highlighting of the third circle of the third indicator
1130-3 serves to indicate that the icon sheet displayed on the
flexible display 1102 is indeed the third icon sheet out of three
total icon sheets that exist in the user interface.

Scene 2 of FIG. 11 illustrates the flexible display 1102
extended out to the second length, b2, where the second
length b2 is at least equal to twice the width length, a, of the
main display 1101. In the second scene, all three available
icons sheets S1, S2 and S3 may be displayed between the
main display 1101 and the flexible display 1102. Each icon
sheet is displayed with a corresponding indicator that indi-
cates the hierarchy position of the icon sheet.

For example, the first icon sheet S1 displayed on the main
display 1101 is displayed along with a first indicator 1130-1
comprised of three circles, where the first circle is high-
lighted. In this way, the first indicator 1130-1 that is displayed
along with the first icon sheet S1 is able to identify that the
first icon sheet S1 is indeed the first icon sheet out of three
total available icon sheets.

Similarly, the second icon sheet S2 displayed on the flex-
ible display 1102 is displayed along with a second indicator
1130-2 comprised of three circles, where the second circle is
highlighted. In this way, the second indicator 1130-2 that is
displayed along with the second icon sheet S2 is able to
identify that the second icon sheet S2 is indeed the second
icon sheet out of three total available icon sheets.

And finally, the third icon sheet S3 displayed on the flexible
display 1102 is displayed along with a third indicator 1130-3
comprised of three circles, where the third circle is high-
lighted. In this way, the third indicator 1130-3 that is dis-
played along with the third icon sheet S3 is able to identify
that the third icon sheet S3 is indeed the third icon sheet out of
three total available icon sheets.

Alternatively, in other embodiments of the present inven-
tion an indicator may be provided for indicating an icon
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sheets hierarchical place out of a total number of available
icon sheets and for indicating a number of currently displayed
icon sheets. FIGS. 12 A and 12B illustrate an example of such
embodiments.

FIG. 12A illustrates the display device having the flexible
display 1202 extended out to a first length, b1, where the first
length is equal to at least the width length, a, of the main
display 1201. The first icon sheet S1 is illustrated with dashed
lines to represent that it exists within the user interface, but is
not yet displayed. Each of the second indicator 1230-2 and
third indicator 1230-3 are comprised of three circles, where
the total number of circles represents the total number of icon
sheets that are currently being displayed.

In addition, the second icon sheet S2 is displayed on the
main display 1201 along with the first indicator 1230-2,
where the second circle out of three circles of the second
indicator 1230-2 is highlighted to indicate that the icon sheet
displayed on the main display 1201 is the second icon sheet
out of three total icon sheets that are currently being dis-
played.

Similarly, the third icon sheet S3 is displayed on the flex-
ible display 1202 along with the third indicator 1230-3, where
the third circle out of three circles of the third indicator
1230-3 is highlighted to indicate that the icon sheet displayed
on the flexible display 1202 is the third icon sheet out of two
total icon sheets currently being displayed.

It should also be noticed that the second and third circles of
both the second indicator 1230-2 and the third indicator
1230-3 are marked with a dashed circle. This additional
marking is made to identify that the second icon sheet and the
third icon sheet are the icon sheets that are currently being
displayed out of the total three available icon sheets.

FIG. 12 A also illustrates the flexible display 1202 extended
out to the second length, b2, where the second length b2 is at
least equal to twice the width length, a, of the main display
1201. In FIG. 12A, however, unlike the other embodiments
where each icon sheet had its own corresponding indicator,
only a single indicator 1230 is displayed on the main display
1201. The three circles of the indicator 1230 serve to identify
that there are currently three icon sheets available (S1, S2 and
S3). In addition, the second and third circles of the indicator
1230 are highlighted, where the highlighting serves to iden-
tify the second icon sheet S2 and the third icon sheet S3 as the
icon sheets currently being displayed.

It should be apparent that although the indicator illustrated
in FIG. 11 and FIG. 12 has been described as being comprised
of circles, the indicator may be comprised of any number of
shapes and forms. For instance, each indicator may be gen-
erally comprised of a number of parts, where the total number
ofparts corresponds to a total number of available icon sheets
or a total number of currently displayed icon sheets. Also
other means than the dashed markings illustrated in FIG. 12A
may be implemented for identifying which of the icon sheets
are currently being displayed. For instance hash markings
may be used instead of the dashed outline markings.

FIGS. 13A-16 illustrate flowcharts describing exemplary
steps for transitioning the display of icon sheets between a
main display and a flexible display according to the present
invention. It should be noted that for purposes of describing
the flowcharts illustrated in FIGS. 13A-16 the first display
may be considered to be the main display described through-
out the description, and the second display may be considered
to be the flexible display described throughout the descrip-
tion.

FIG. 13A is a flowchart describing exemplary steps for
transitioning the display of'icon sheets between a first display
and a second display according to some embodiments of the
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present invention. At step 1301, the display device is assumed
to be in a state where only the first display is available for
displaying objects as a second display is not yet extended out
from within the display device. Therefore step 1301 describes
only a first icon sheet is displayed on the first display of the
display device. Preferably the first display is a main display
that is found on a front side of the display device.

At step 1302 the user may begin to pull out the second
display that was previously stored within the display device.
And as the second display is pulled out from within the
display device, a measuring unit will proceed to measure a
length of the second display that is extended out from the
display device as described in step 1303. Alternatively, the
measuring unit may measure a length of the second display
that remains within the display device.

Then at step 1304, a determination must be made as to
whether the length of the second display that has been pulled
out from within the display device is at least equal to a first
length. The first length is preferably a width length of the first
display. The first length must be at least equal to the width
length of the first display because step 1304 is essentially the
step that determines whether an icon sheet may be displayed
on the second display. As all icon sheets are assumed to share
the same size dimensions, it serves that if the first icon sheet
may be displayed on the first display, the second display must
at least be equal to the size of the first display in order to
display an icon sheet on the second display.

Thus if it is determined at step 1304 that the measured
length of the second display is at least equal to the width
length of the first display, a second icon sheet will be newly
displayed on the second display while the first icon sheet
remains on the first display, as described in step 1305. If
however itis determined at step 1304 that the measured length
of the second display is not at least equal to the width length
of' the first display, then the user must continue to extend the
second display from out the display device.

Now the user may operate the display device in this state
where the first display and the second display are displaying
the first icon sheet and the second icon sheet, respectively. Or
the user is free to extend the second display further out from
within the display device, in which case the operational steps
proceed as illustrated in FIG. 13B.

At step 1306 the user is able to further extend the second
display from within the display device. And at step 1307 the
measuring unit is seen to continue measuring the length of the
second display that is extended out from within the display
device.

Then a determination is made at step 1308 as to whether the
measured length of the second display is at least equal to a
second length. The second length is preferably two times the
width of the first display. The reason for this limitation is to
ensure that at least two full icon sheets may be displayed on
the newly extended second display. If it is determined that the
measured length of the second display is at least equal to the
second length, then a third icon sheet will be transitioned to be
newly displayed on the second display while the first icon
sheet remains on the first display, as described in step 1309. If
however it is determined that the measured length of the
second display is not at least equal to the second length, then
the user will be required to continue extending the second
display further.

FIG. 14 illustrates a flowchart describing the exemplary
steps for transitioning icon sheets onto a second display that
additionally takes into account a touch input contact made by
a user on the first display.

At step 1401, a first icon sheet is displayed on the first
display of the display device. In this state, only the first

15

35

40

45

55

65

20

display is available for displaying objects as a second display
is not yet extended out from within the display device.

At step 1402 a user will make contact on the first display
that is currently displaying the first icon sheet. Preferably, the
user’s touch input contact will not overlap with a displayed
icon of the first icon sheet.

At step 1403 the user may begin to pull out the second
display that was previously stored within the display device.
And as the second display is pulled out from within the
display device, a measuring unit will proceed to measure a
length of the second display that is extended out from the
display device as described in step 1404. Alternatively, the
measuring unit may measure a length of the second display
that remains within the display device.

Then at step 1405, a first determination must be made as to
whether the length of the second display that has been pulled
out from within the display device is at least equal to a first
length. The first length is preferably the width length of the
first display. The first length must be at least equal to the width
length of the first display because step 1405 is essentially the
step that determines whether the second display can support
the display of an icon sheet. As all icon sheets share the same
size dimensions, it serves that the second display must at least
be equal to the size of the first display in order to display an
icon sheet on the second display.

Further, a second determination must be made at step 1406
as to whether the user’s touch input contact has been main-
tained on the first display. The user’s continued contact on the
first display can be seen as an anchor that serves to maintain
the display of the first icon sheet on the first display. If the
user’s touch input contact on the first display is released prior
to the second display reaching the first length, then step 1408
describes how the first icon sheet may be transitioned to be
displayed on the second icon sheet instead of remaining on
the first display.

However, if it is first determined at step 1405 that the
second display has reached the first length and secondly
determined at step 1406 that the user’s touch input contact has
been maintained, then step 1407 describes how the first icon
sheet will stay on the first display and a second icon sheet may
be newly displayed on the second display.

FIG. 15A is a flowchart describing another set of exem-
plary steps for transitioning the display of icon sheets
between a first display and a second display according to
some embodiments of the present invention. At step 1501, a
first icon sheet is displayed on the first display of a display
device. Preferably the first display is a main display that is
found on a front side of the display device. In this state, only
the first display is available for displaying objects as a second
display is not yet extended out from within the display device.

At step 1502 the user may begin to pull out the second
display that was previously stored within the display device.
And as the second display is pulled out from within the
display device, a measuring unit will proceed to measure a
length of the second display that is extended out from the
display device as seen in step 1503. Alternatively, the mea-
suring unit may measure a length of the second display that
remains within the display device.

Then at step 1504, a determination must be made as to
whether the length of the second display that has been pulled
out from within the display device is at least equal to a first
length. The first length is preferably the width length of the
first display. The first length must be at least equal to the width
length of the first display because step 1504 is essentially the
step that determines whether the second display can support
displaying an icon sheet. As all icon sheets share the same size
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dimensions, it serves that the second display must at least be
equal to the size of the first display in order to display an icon
sheet on the second display.

Thus if it is determined at step 1504 that the measured
length of the second display is at least equal to the width
length of the first display, the first icon sheet will be transi-
tioned to be displayed on the second display, as described in
step 1505. If however it is determined at step 1504 that the
measured length of the second display is not at least equal to
the width length of the first display, then the user must con-
tinue to extend the second display from out the display device.

Now the user may operate the display device in this state
where the first display and the second display are displaying
the second icon sheet and the first icon sheet, respectively. Or
the user is free to extend the second display further out from
within the display device, in which case the operational steps
proceed as illustrated on FIG. 15B.

At step 1506 the user is able to further extend the second
display from within the display device. And at step 1507 the
measuring unit is seen to continue measuring the length of the
second display that is extended out from within the display
device.

Then a determination is made at step 1508 as to whether the
measured length of the second display is at least equal to a
second length. The second length is preferably two times the
width of the first display. The reason for this limitation is to
ensure that at least two full icon sheets can be displayed on the
newly extended second display. If it is determined that the
measured length of the second display is at least equal to the
second length, then a third icon sheet will be newly displayed
on the first display while the display of the first icon sheet
remains on the second display. [fhowever it is determined that
the measured length of the second display is not at least equal
to the second length, then the user will be required to continue
extending the second display further.

FIG. 16 illustrates a flowchart describing another set of
exemplary steps for transitioning icon sheets between a first
display and a second display that additionally takes into
account a touch input contact made by a user on the second
display.

At step 1601, the display device is in the state where the
second display has been extended out to at least the first
length, where the first length is preferably the width length of
the first display. So in this state, a first icon sheet is displayed
on the second display and a second icon sheet is displayed on
the first display.

Atstep 1602 a user will make contact onthe second display
that is currently displaying the first icon sheet. Preferably, the
user’s touch input contact will not overlap with a displayed
icon of the first icon sheet.

At step 1603 the user may begin to pull out the second
display even further. And as the second display is pulled out
from within the display device, a measuring unit will proceed
to measure a length of the second display that is extended out
from the display device as described in step 1604. Alterna-
tively, the measuring unit may measure a length of the second
display that remains within the display device.

Then at step 1605, a first determination must be made as to
whether the length of the second display that has been pulled
out from within the display device is at least equal to a second
length. The second length is preferably two times the width
length of the first display.

Further, a second determination must be made at step 1606
as to whether the user’s touch input contact has been main-
tained on the second display. The user’s continued contact on
the second display can be seen as an anchor that serves to
maintain the display of the first icon sheet on the second
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display. Only when it is first determined at step 1605 that the
second display has reached the second length and second
determined at step 1606 that the user’s touch input contact has
been maintained, may the first icon sheet continued to be
displayed on the second display as described in step 1607.
Step 1607 also describes that a new third icon sheet may be
newly displayed on the first display.

Although the flowchart illustrated in FIG. 16 does not
specifically describe the events that may occur if the user’s
touch input contact on the second display is released prior to
the second display reaching the second length, a variety of
consequences may occur. For instance the first icon sheet that
was displayed on the second display may be transitioned to be
displayed on the first display. Or the first icon sheet may
change positions on the second display so that both the first
icon sheet and the new third icon sheet share the second
display.

It will be apparent to those skilled in the art that various
modifications and variations can be made in the present
invention. Thus, although the foregoing description has been
described with reference to specific examples and embodi-
ments, these are not intended to be exhaustive or to limit the
invention to only those examples and embodiments specifi-
cally described.

What is claimed is:

1. A method of controlling a display of a plurality of icon
sheets on a display device with a first display and a second
display, the method comprising:

displaying a first icon sheet on the first display;

detecting a touch input contact on the first display;

exposing the second display for display, wherein the sec-

ond display is provided by a flexible display;

measuring a length of the second display that is exposed for

display;
displaying the first icon sheet on the second display while
displaying a second icon sheet on the first display, when the
measured length of the second display that is exposed is a first
length, and the touch input contact is not continually detected
on the first display until the second display is exposed to the
first length; and

displaying the second icon sheet on the second display

while maintaining the display of the first icon sheet on
the first display, when the measured length of the second
display is exposed to the first length and the touch input
contact is continually detected on the first display until
the second display is exposed to the first length.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the second display is
stored within a housing unit and pulled out from within the
housing unit.

3. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

displaying an indicator on the first display configured to

indicate the first icon sheet is displayed on the first
display out of a total number of available icon sheets.

4. The method of claim 3, wherein the indicator is only
displayed on the first display.

5. The method of claim 3, wherein the indicator further
indicates a number of currently displayed icon sheets.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the first length is at least
equal to a width length of the first display.

7. The method of claim 6, wherein only a portion of the
second icon sheet is displayed on the second display when the
measured length of the second display that is exposed is less
than the first length.
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8. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

displaying a third icon sheet on the second display when
the second display is further exposed to a second length;
and maintaining the display of the first icon sheet on the
first display.
9. The method of claim 8, wherein the second length is at
least equal to twice a width length of the first display.
10. A method of controlling a display of a plurality of'icon
sheets on a display device with a first display and a second
display, the method comprising:
displaying a first icon sheet on the first display, wherein the
second display is provided by a flexible display;

detecting a touch input contact on the first display, wherein
the touch input contact overlaps the display of the first
icon sheet;

exposing the second display;

measuring a length of the second display that is exposed for

display;
displaying the first icon sheet on the second display when the
measured length of the second display that is exposed is a first
length, and the touch input contact is not continually detected
on the first display; and

displaying a third icon sheet on the second display while

maintaining the display of the first icon sheet on the first
display, when the second display is exposed to a second
length and the touch input contact is continually
detected on the first display until the second display is
exposed to the second length.

11. The method of claim 10, wherein the first length is at
least equal to a width length of the first display.

12. The method of claim 10, further comprising:

displaying a third icon sheet on the first display when the

second display is further exposed to a second length; and
maintaining the display of the first icon sheet on the
second display.

13. The method of claim 10, wherein the second length is at
least equal to twice a width length of the first display.

14. A display device, comprising:

a first display on a body of the display device, the first

display configured to display a first icon sheet;

a second display provided by a flexible display;

a touch detecting unit configured to detect a touch input

contact on the first display;

a measuring unit configured to measure a length of the

second display that is exposed for display, and

a processor configured to control the second display to

display the first icon sheet while displaying a second
icon sheet on the first display, when the second display is

10

—_
w

20

25

30

35

40

45

24

exposed to a first length and the touch input contact is not
continually detected on the first display until the second
display is exposed to the first length, and

to control the second display to display a the second icon
sheet on the second display while maintaining the dis-
play of the first icon sheet on the first display, when the
measured length of the second display is exposed is at
least equal to the first length and the touch detecting unit
continually detects the touch input contact on the first
display until the second display is exposed to the first
length.

15. The display device of claim 14, wherein the second
display is housed within a housing unit, and the second dis-
play is exposed by pulling the second display out from within
the housing unit.

16. The display device of claim 14, wherein the first length
is at least equal to a width length of the first display.

17. A display device, comprising:
a first display on a body of the display device, the first
display configured to display a first icon sheet;

a second display provided by a flexible display;

a touch input detecting unit configured to detect a touch
input contact on the first display, wherein the touch input
contact overlaps the display of the first icon sheet;

a measuring unit configured to measure a length of the
second display that is exposed for display; and

a processor configured to control the second display to
display the first icon sheet when the second display is
exposed to a first length and the touch input detecting
unit does not continually detect the touch input contact
on the first display, and to control the first display to
display a third icon sheet on the second display while
maintaining the display of the first icon sheet on the first
display, when the measured length of the second display,
that is exposed is the second length, and the touch input
detecting unit continually detects the touch input contact
on the first display until the second display is exposed to
the second length.

18. The display device of claim 17, wherein the second
display is housed within a housing unit, and the second dis-
play is exposed by pulling the second display out from within
the housing unit.

19. The display device of claim 17, wherein the first length
is at least equal to a width length of the first display.
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